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Key to unlocking new dimensions close, physicist says 

Renowned scholar shares mysteries of universe at Lawrence University 

By Susan Squires  
Post-Crescent staff writer 

APPLETON — Have you ever wondered why a magnet trumps Earth's gravitational pull in a contest 
over a paperclip? 

Maybe, physicist and Harvard University professor Lisa Randall theorizes, the magnet's strength 
comes from an invisible fifth dimension, and she may soon know whether she's right. 

In 2007, a machine called the Large Hadron Collider will begin hurling protons against each other 
with enough force to dislodge other particles. It records the number of particles that emerge from the 
collision. If any vanish, their disappearance could point to a fifth dimension. 

"The secrets of the universe are about to unravel," Randall told her audience at Lawrence University, where she appeared Thursday as part of the university's 
Convocation Series. 

Randall's book, "Warped Passages: Unraveling the Mysteries of the Universe's Hidden Dimensions," was included on the 2005 New York Times list of 100 
notable books. 

Randall's book – which incorporates references to "Alice in Wonderland" and "The Princess and the Pea" -- attempts to make concepts like mass and relativity 
accessible and relevant to the general public. Writing the book, she said in an interview before she spoke, was "one of the first times in my life I could actually 
talk to my friends about what I was doing." 

Nonetheless, much of her presentation at Lawrence, in which she discussed concepts like "warped geometry," "string theory" and "supersymmetry," was not for 
the uninitiated, and some of her audience made early exits. 

http://www.postcrescent.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060127/APC0101/601270554&SearchID=73233841320968 (1 of 3)1/27/2006 1:10:08 PM

http://www.postcrescent.com/
http://postcrescent.gannettonline.com/weather/detail/WI32-detail.html?city=Appleton&state=WI&zipcode=54914
http://cityguide.wisinfo.com/fe/Appleton/Calendar/Search.asp?SelectedEventSection=Appleton%20-%20Encore
http://postcrescent.gannettonline.com/careerbuilder/index.html
http://www.cars.com/go/index.jsp?aff=postcres
http://www.wisinfo.com/postcrescent/homes/
http://www.apartments.com/postcres
http://www.shoplocal.com/postcrescent/new_user_entry.aspx?CityStateZip=54911&ShoppingZoneRadius=25
http://www.wisinfo.com/classifiedcentral/appleton/
http://www.eharmony.com/singles/servlet/registration?cid=1127&aid=3310&cmd=registration-profile-opt
http://www.postcrescent.com/
http://www.postcrescent.com/
http://www.postcrescent.com/includes/site/ezaccess_redirect.html
http://www.postcrescent.com/contact/index.shtml
http://www.postcrescent.com/contact/xhelp.shtml
http://www.postcrescent.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=APCnews
http://www.postcrescent.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=APCnational
http://www.postcrescent.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=APCsports
http://postcrescent.packersnews.com/index2.shtml
http://www.postcrescent.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=APCbusiness
http://www.postcrescent.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=APCopinion
http://www.postcrescent.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=APC010301
http://www.postcrescent.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=APCent
http://www.postcrescent.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=APClife
http://asp.usatoday.com/travel/gcitravel/destination.aspx?cid=postcrescent
http://postcrescent.gannettonline.com/weather/detail/WI32-detail.html?city=Appleton&state=WI&zipcode=54914
http://postcrescent.gannettonline.com/weather/detail/WI32-detail.html?city=Appleton&state=WI&zipcode=54914
http://cityguide.wisinfo.com/fe/Appleton/Calendar/Search.asp?SelectedEventSection=Appleton%20-%20Encore
http://cityguide.wisinfo.com/fe/Appleton/Calendar/Search.asp?SelectedEventSection=Appleton%20-%20Encore
http://cityguide.wisinfo.com/fe/Appleton/Submit_Listing.shtml
http://postcrescent.gannettonline.com/careerbuilder/index.html
http://postcrescent.gannettonline.com/careerbuilder/index.html
http://postcrescent.gannettonline.com/careerbuilder/content/postresume.html
http://www.cars.com/go/index.jsp?aff=postcres
http://www.cars.com/go/index.jsp?aff=postcres
http://www.postcrescent.com/includes/site/classad_redirect.html
http://www.wisinfo.com/postcrescent/homes/
http://www.wisinfo.com/postcrescent/homes/
http://www.postcrescent.com/includes/site/classad_redirect.html
http://www.apartments.com/postcres
http://www.apartments.com/postcres
http://www.postcrescent.com/includes/site/classad_redirect.html
http://www.shoplocal.com/postcrescent/new_user_entry.aspx?CityStateZip=54911&ShoppingZoneRadius=25
http://customcoupon.com/cgi-bin/valuecenter.cgi?config=GANNETT515
http://www.shoplocal.com/postcrescent/new_user_entry.aspx?CityStateZip=54911&ShoppingZoneRadius=25
http://www.wisinfo.com/classifiedcentral/appleton/
http://www.wisinfo.com/classifiedcentral/appleton/
http://www.postcrescent.com/includes/site/classad_redirect.html
http://www.eharmony.com/singles/servlet/registration?cid=1127&aid=3310&cmd=registration-profile-opt
http://www.eharmony.com/singles/servlet/registration?cid=1127&aid=3310&cmd=registration-profile-opt
http://www.eharmony.com/singles/servlet/registration?cid=1127&aid=3310&cmd=registration-profile-opt
http://www.wisinfo.com/
http://www.wisinfo.com/
http://www.wisinfo.com/
http://www.postcrescent.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=APCnews
http://www.postcrescent.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=APC010301
http://www.postcrescent.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=APC010302
http://www.postcrescent.com/specials/weddings.shtml
http://www.postcrescent.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=galleryindex
http://www.postcrescent.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=theme

http://www.postcrescent.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060127/APC0101/601270554&SearchID=73233841320968&template=printart
javascript:NewWindow(300,400,'/apps/pbcs.dll/art_tips?Site=U0&Date=20060127&Category=APC0101&ArtNo=601270554&Ref=AR');
http://gcirm.wisinfo.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/news.postcrescent.com/stories/local/3797911/300x250_1/OasDefault/apc_visuelleproductions/visuelle-300x250-web.gif/38636637373934363433646136316630
mailto:ssquires@postcrescent.com


Appleton Post-Crescent - Key to unlocking new dimensions close, physicist says

 
Advertisement 

 

 
Advertisement 

Understanding physics, she acknowledges, requires effort. 

Many Americans, she said, don't have the educational foundation they should have. 

"People teaching science have to understand math better," she said. "Teaching math and science separately just makes it more confusing." 

Sophomore Laura Berger clapped enthusiastically when Lawrence associate professor of physics Jeffrey Collett, by way of introduction, mentioned that Randall 
was the first female physics professor to earn tenure at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and the first woman tenured in theoretical physics at both 
Princeton University and Harvard. 

"She has often been the only woman in a field women have been shut out of," Berger said. 

Susan Squires can be reached at 920-993-1000, ext. 368, or by e-mail at ssquires@postcrescent.com.  
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