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Physics gets down to earth
Sunday, October 30, 2011 
 
Tweet  

 
BOOK REVIEW

KNOCKING ON HEAVEN'S DOOR: How Physics 
and Scientific Thinking Illuminate the Universe and 
the Modern World. By Lisa Randall. Ecco. 442 pages. 
$29.95. 

Give Lisa Randall (or her publisher) credit for 
impeccable timing. "Knocking on Heaven's Door" 
arrived on the scene almost simultaneously with news 
of the possible discovery of particles faster than the 
speed of light. 

At the very moment readers are looking for basic 
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information about particle physics in general, and the Large Hadron Collider specifically, 
a relatively accessible volume covering those very subjects and more falls gently into our 
laps. How sweet is that?

A theoretical physicist and professor, Randall helps the rest of us brush up on the basics 
of quarks, bosons and forces strong and weak. We tour the LHC and learn how and 
what it is designed to detect. Along the way, she provides foundation lessons in various 
aspects of science. 

Randall also meanders at the edges of more esoteric territory, contrasting the roles of 
science and religion in society and touching briefly on hot-button issues such as climate 
change. Her passion for the subject and her frustrations come through clearly, yet these 
are the weakest sections of the book, distracting from what is overall an interesting and 
informative effort. 

Reviewer Lisa Isringhausen, a writer based in Charleston.
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Comments

Use the comment form below to begin a discussion about this content.

Notice about comments: 

Postandcourier.com is pleased to offer readers the enhanced ability to comment on 
stories. We expect our readers to engage in lively, yet civil discourse. Postandcourier.
com does not edit user submitted statements and we cannot promise that readers will 
not occasionally find offensive or inaccurate comments posted in the comments area. 
Responsibility for the statements posted lies with the person submitting the comment, 
not postandcourier.com. If you find a comment that is objectionable, please click "report 
abuse" and we will review it for possible removal. Please be reminded, however, that in 
accordance with our Terms of Use and federal law, we are under no obligation to 
remove any third party comments posted on our website. Read our full Terms and 
Conditions.

Users can now build user-to-user connections, follow friends' recent posts, add an avatar 
that fits their personality, and more. If you have posted here before you'll need to sign up 
again, or if you've never posted before, start now by signing up!
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